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foundations are being removed. Ty Reet photos.

By TONY REED
Of the Advocate

Though nol as well allended as many previous work-
shops and Town Hall meetings, Monday’s community
workshop oa the cleunup of the Georgia Pacific mill site
provided an update on the work being done there. Many
agencies have become involved in the cleanup process,
and oversight is in transition trom the Regional Water
Quality Control Board 1o the state’s Depariment of Toxic
Suhstunces Control. )

The mctzg was medetated by Stephanic Shakofski, of
the Center For Crealive Land Recycling, a non-profit
organization thal assists in redevelopment of previously
used land. A contaminani hydrogeologist by trade,
Shakofski said she has done site characiérizations for
many years with the 1.5, Geological Survey.

Water Board Execulive Director Kathy Kuhlman said
the sile's cleanup has been overseen by the water board
since 2003, but due to the discovery of hazardous chemi-
cals on Lhe site, it was [elt the Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Cuntrel would be better suited to handle
vversight. She suid DTSC informally accepted the respon-
sibitity, and should be on board by the end of August.

The water hoard will remuin involved, she said, and will
sUl aer as (he permitting au(honty for water related
issues,

Dentse Teuji. supervising hazardous substances scientist
for the D'FSC opened by noting the department’s mission
Lo protcet the enviconment and public health. She said the
department is stilf putting together a team ol experts to
work on Lhe site, including a public participation special-
ist, a toxicologisl and an eco-toxicologist. The department
will also send oul a survey to collect public input and hold
publie meetings related 10 (he cleanup.

Geargia Pacilic’s manager of environmental affairs,
Julie Raming, said the tcam will be compiling an
overview of additional asse ssment which has been per-
formed.

“We will aiso be doing another seview of the pre-foun-
dation |removal] and post-loundation [removal} sampling
that has been a parl of the coastal development permit
applicalion,” she said.

Michael Acton, vice president of Acton Mickelson Envi-
ronmental. G-P’s consulling lirm. presented skides and

At the Iocatlon of the milP’s former powerhouse, a water truck is used to cnntml dust where bmlding

G-P mill site workshop
provides public update

Regional Water Quality Control Board project
manager Craig Hunt and Stephanie Shakofsky
of the Center for Creative Land Recycling, listen
to questions from the audience during an update
on the Georgia Pacific mill site.

maps of the site which showed where chemicals have
been located. The slides also featured photos of equipment
uged to collect samples from pond sediment and surface
soil.

He said that as new information comes to light about
how and where past industrial practices occurred, his team
returns to those areas (o collect samples that are trans-
ferred to Tetra Tech labs for testing.

Saying that over 200 locations have been sampled on the
site in the additional assessment phase, Acton showed
photes of workers collecting samples using a small
drilling rig. A second rig used pontoons and floated on the

mill ponds 10 allow sampling of underwater sediments.
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Yvhat they found .

. Acton said petrolevm hydrocar-
bons stch as diesel fuel were’
* located in areas where one would,
. cxpcct to find thém, soch as near

the mobile. equ1pment shops.
..Pentachlorophenol,. better
known as Penta, a wood-presery-

ing chemical, was found under .

some mill ponds and near one
planer building. .
Polychloginated byphenyls, or
PCBs, were in the: greatest con-
centrations near the machine
shop, he said. .
Dioxins. and furans were found

in ash stockpiles and in one -

pond, and, were collected using

‘ment; he said.
If.necessary, interim cleanup

‘measures witl take place to.

remove contaminants, he said,
- Two. commenly .discovered

chemicals on the site were motor .

oil in seil and benzo(c) pyrene.

He said that since levels of:

benzo(e)pyrcnc were deemed

“High, the agency is determining-

- whether it W1ll be necessary to
;perform mtermedtatc cleanup in
‘Areas ncar dewatermg slabs.

Benzo(elpyrene is a polycyclic
aromatic ‘hydroc‘arhon believed:

v be cangcer-causing.
" Bridgette DeShields, assoriate
scientist for BBE; §aid the coin-
pany is overseeing removal of
building  foundations  white
‘working with dll copsuliing
- firms o ensyre compliance with
‘permlt conditions. She. said that
if interim, cleanup measures' are
qot determined  necessary in-cer-
"tam areas, the sotl would be

capped,” or cevgrcd wnh shcets .

of thick plastic.
L bhc said that about'85 percent

is' complete, Dethcids added

that, so. far, there have been no
_detcrmmatlons that. interim

. 'cleanup measures. are _necessary
. helnw the removed foundauons

“She said- personncl are takmg :

steps-10 prevent’ any impact on
wildlife; wetlands. or rare plant
species. Archeologtsts inspected
_the site prior to the foundation
"xemcval work and tound some

Nanvc Amencan amfacts in cer-
wgite 5 mdusmal‘ use, and are -

.dauon temo al'is scheduled
accol.‘dmg to DeShields. She said *
‘4 report is being prepared for the

" Conerete stockpiles:are being -

covered every day, she said. ..
- DeShields said the removal of
underground cbjects and debris

in other areas probably would

not occur until spring 2007, -

Kay Joi’mson principal tomcol- ChE
“ogist at Tetra Tech, Tnc., said the ™
. process for detérmining human
health risk is 51mplc and wel]-

_defined. .
“What we’ vc dorie is ta.lce the

risk assessment process, -which

calculates risk by looking at- the

combination of exposure- and thc".
toxicity of these chernicals, and -

put those two together,” she said:

. Residents and small mammals
the previously described cqmp-

were chosen as-the group ‘most
likely to be exposed to chemicals
found on the site, she said. Using
a risk-based screening process,
Tetra Tech personnel will deter--
mine if soit needs to be immedi-
ately remoyed béfore it’s capped,
she said. )

“The important thing for every-
one to understand is that when

. they [soils].get,removed, there

wilt be sa.mplmg dote below the
removed: soils, ‘and’ around thes
edges, 50 we really know whal s

still in the soils,” “shie said.

-All'data will be comp:]ed mto i

complete risk ‘assessment, she
said, which will inform all agen-.
* cies abéut what neéds to be done
on the site and what areas néed

1o bé cleaned, up. .Once devel- -
oped; a final c]canup plan will be .

ava:]ablc for rcvmw and com-
.ment. -

for future development

.- Stewart Holm, prmc:pal scien-
“tist with' G+P, spoke about the

_sources, exposure and risk of

. -.‘_Chfe‘m‘i'cal‘s: found on the sile.

However, -his presentation
becamc hard to follow at lu'ncs,
as hie.spoke in a stream of parts:
‘per-tnlllen figures, in ‘a soft, low
voice, Some audience members
leaned forward or' cuppcd their

‘ears With their hdnds in an

allempt to hear better:
Chemicals f5und.on the site fall
“into four categories. Petroleum

hydrocarbaons, such as oil and’

diesel, are consistent with-the.

expected o be found, he said.
Asbestos used a$ insulalion
around piping, which needs to be

She sa1d Tetra Tech s pnonly is

. make the site safe’and usable  gources: .h‘c aid, [cfcmng 0a

Stép 'énié'S 1akofski, righ_t, introduces paiielisté from several a.;gé_:icli"es Hilri'ng Monday’§ W6rk§hop. -1;.,..,4 Reed phatu,

dioxdns, he-said.
“One thmg abaut dioxins lhal 18
important is that they were never

intentionally produced.” They

are a byproduct of combubtion
mvolvmg othcr chcrmcals hc
said.

About 98 pcrccnl of dicxin
expogure to humans comes

“through, the diet, in faty foods,

fish, eggs, chieese and milk, he

~said. Exposure. to dioxin particles

on the mill sité is not considered
to be significant, Holm said, ~
He said' the Envuonm_cmaj Pro-

- ‘tection Agency’s figures have

shown dioxin production o have

dropped in the U S ochhc'

years;
i 1 uscd to be. that mdustnal

I
graph “As you see, indusirial
sources are about 15 percent of

‘the total. Intercstmg,!y enough

bumning backyard waste in' 55
gal]on drums’ contributes & greal

'.deal ot exposure at this pcum in.

time.!

: C]gareltc 1moke forest: fires-

and cars also coniribute to the

- workd’s dioxin, he said.

Holm said due 1o pressure from

the EPA beginning in 1985, pro- '
duction of dioxins hes dropped .
. drastically, along with himan

cXposure Lo it.

“Le‘.'els conunue r.o dcchnc. as

Refcmng spccxﬂcally to deun .
- concentrations found in ash- piles ;
on the mill, Hélm said stockoiles

. mémbers:

on ash ¢oncentrations froi

wqud-fired boilers, and that's’

basically what - we would
expect,”
historically, piles of wood chips
‘were burned in the boiler, but
when the wood pile became low,
it became exposed to sei spray,
“It’s our feeling that those con-
centrations are resulting from
that sait-laden wood,” he said.
He added that the ash'pile on
site is nothing like what comes
from cleaning a fireplace, and

" will mot blow around. The ash

appears more like soil because it
is consolidated and heavily vege-
tated, he said.

Hc said moblluy of ash- pllc
onta.rmnnnls via air or waler is
nlxkcl‘ =‘ancl -once. all’ testing..is
ne, the, deposus ‘would be

‘-transl:mrled to Keller Canyon

Lapdfill, an indusidal waste sile

~in. Plttsburg Calif, He estimated
.- that all ash- deposus would take -

less than a ‘week (0 remove. |

Public Q&A

Followmg 4, break; audience
“asked’ . questions
directly: of the panelists, begin-
ning, with Michael Brady, who
asked what sampling would be

*done bielow the ocean mean high

fide: line. Raming said that no

data has shown that testing for
contaminarts is needed on the
hom, but futurc data .may resubl

merhber Mary Waish asked if

work could cease unti] DTSC

eerennnal.onme. na hoaed 1o ner-

he said. He said that,

‘Chilb Mcudor_mo Gruup-

someplace and you would still be
trying to absorb the suu:\lwn"’"
Walsh. asked.

Tsuji said &-P may want to
move materials offsite, but

. DTSC will review information
_ generated during the process and

may cr may naot attow that.
North Coast Action member
David Russell asked Kay John-
son what screening levels Tetra
Tech is using to determine il

interim cleanup measurcs are

neccssary.

Johnson said that for human
health screening Tetra: Tech was
using residential 5Lr::enmg levs
els.

. Russell-asked if any conerete

had been removed {romn the site.
Raming said some concrele
which was thought 10 be clean
was removed from the site 10 be
used a3 a barricade against tres-
passing inge Campbell Timber-

‘land property. She said that G-P

15 planning 1o retrieve the rubble
and return it: to the mill site forr
testing. Susan Lightfoot iater
commented that the concrete was

~taken 1o Little Valley Road,

where she fuund it removcd
later.

Local attomey Sean Hogan and
auwdience member Laurel Krauss
asked. for an estimated length of
time for the cleanup, but were

‘given general, wide mngmg

answers Iyom the panel.
Resident ‘Nuncy Banh
expressed sipport for the Coastal

_Trail-develipment, asking il the

trail could be opénin segments
as work in cerlain arcas con-

assessment process under DTSC
oversight.

Resident /Judy Willia.m's

"addressed the reporting of dioxin

findings on the site, asking hypo-
thetically. if the general public
has a realistic perspective on
how small a trillionthi really is.

Jody Sparks, president of the
toxics assessment group, said she
had been working for North
Coast Aclion pro bono, Sparks
said her only request to DTSC is
to advise G-P to cease all work

* on the site and review the risk 10

thr: public :md environment.
Shakofski -said- that ‘under
DTSC oversight, there would be
more opportunities for public
participation.
. “Tonight's meeting was more
to put information out ag 2 com-
munity vpdate,” Shakofski told
the audience. T don’t want you'
to read anything more into- it
than that.”




